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Code of Practice on Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) – USA Title IV funded Programmes 
1. Definition
The purpose of this Code of Practice is to outline the policy and procedure for assessing continuing eligibility for US Federal Financial Aid (Title IV funds) for US students studying at Bournemouth University. 

2. Student Eligibility
2.1. US Federal regulations require that US students must meet specific criteria in order to be eligible to continue to receive US Federal loan facilities (Title IV funds) from the US Department of Education. 
 These criteria are that the student must be:

a) enrolled on an eligible educational programme
 and 
b) making SAP on their course of study.
Details on eligibility for US financial aid, academic progress and enrolment status can be found at:

https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/international/bu-your-country/united-states-america/funding-support-us-students and https://studentaid.gov/
3. Procedure for assessing SAP
3.1. SAP Code of Practice will be reviewed every other academic year. Students are monitored for SAP at the end of every term, allowing the student the opportunity to improve their academic performance during the following term. Any student who fails to make SAP must be reported to the Financial Aid Team.

3.2. SAP will be determined as follows:
 3.2.1
The student must complete the programme in no more than 150% of the published length of the programme, measured as appropriate in academic units. 
3.2.2
The student must achieve a minimum grade C average by the end of the second contiguous academic year of study. The University’s C grade equivalent is defined as 45%.

or

The student must be on an academic standing consistent with the programme requirement for graduation, as defined in the Standard Assessment Regulations which can be found at: http://studentportal.bournemouth.ac.uk/help/rules-regulations/index.html
4.   Withdrawal of Financial Aid
4.1. Any student who does not meet the SAP requirements at the time of each term review will be placed on SAP Warning Status for the following term. If SAP has not been achieved during the warning period, the student will be automatically suspended from receiving any further Title IV aid until they are making SAP again and will be sent notification of ineligibility. Once the aid is suspended the student can appeal and, if approved, will be placed on SAP Probation for one term (unless an academic plan is created that lasts longer than one term). If after that term/plan the student is still not making SAP, the student would then be ineligible to receive Title IV aid until their grades improved to making the minimum SAP requirements.
5.   Appeals
5.1. Academic Appeals

Academic appeals against the decision of the Board of Examiners must be lodged in accordance with Bournemouth University’s Academic Appeals Policy and Procedure for Taught Awards (available at: http://studentportal.bournemouth.ac.uk/help/rules-regulations/index.html).

All appeals must be submitted within 10 working days of the date of publication of results.

5.2. Withdrawal of Financial Aid Appeals

Appeals against a decision to withhold Financial Aid must be submitted in writing to the Financial Aid Administrator within 10 days of the date of the notification of withdrawal of financial aid. All appeals will be considered. Grounds for the appeal will normally only be assessed if the University did not follow the Code of Practice on SAP correctly when considering eligibility for US Financial Aid for students.

A Student Support Funds Appeal Panel will review each appeal individually. The outcome of the appeal panel decision is final.

6. Advice and support
Further guidance, advice and information can be obtained from:

· Financial Aid Administrator (01202) 969696 or email fedloans@bournemouth.ac.uk
· SUBU (Student’s Union Bournemouth University) Advice (01202) 965779 or email subuadvice@bournemouth.ac.uk
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