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 APPENDIX 1 - Summary of the exemption process 
 
 

Individual  Unit Exemption  Direct Entry  Articulation/Recognition Internal Progression 

 
 

Type of exemption 
 

 
Exemption from individual unit(s) 

on the basis of: 

credit from another HEI; 

credit from another BU 

programme with or without a 

formally approved route for 

Internal Progression 

Arrangement;. 

experiential prior learning for 

accredited and non-accredited 

unit(s) such as placement); 

a combination of experiential 

and certificated learning awarded 
by BU or another HEI. 

Exemption from level(s) through 

entry with advanced standing to a 

specified Level of an ordinary 

degree programme or a ‘Top-up’ 

programme on the basis of: 

credit from another HEI; 

credit from another BU 

programme without a formally 

approved route for Internal 

Progression Arrangement; 

experiential prior learning; 

a combination of experiential and 

certificated learning awarded by 

BU or another HEI. 

 
Exemption from level(s) and/or 

unit(s) (part-stage exemptions 

such as Adv Dip or PG Dip) 

through entry with advanced 

standing to a specified Level or 

stage of a programme on the 

basis of a formally approved inter- 

institutional Articulation or 

Recognition agreement on the 

basis of credit of another HEI onto 

a BU programme. 

 

 
Exemption from level(s) and/or 

unit(s) (part-stage exemptions 

such as Adv Dip or PG Dip) 

through entry with advanced 

standing to a specified Level or 

stage of a programme on the 

basis of a formally approved 

Internal Progression 

Arrangement route from one BU 

programme and award to 

another. 

 

 
Application route  

 
Student written request  UCAS (FT)  

Direct Application Form (PT)  

Recognition only*: 

UCAS (FT)  

Direct Application Form (PT)  

 
UCAS (FT)  

Direct Application Form (PT)  

 

Evidence provided by the 

student  

 
Detailed documentation to allow 

assessment of equivalence such 

as original certificate and 

programme/unit specification(s) 

(RPCL/UKCT) or portfolio of 

evidence of learning (RPEL)**. 

Additional assessments such as 

vivas, assignments, or exams, 

may also be required prior to 

acceptance. 

Detailed documentation to allow 

assessment of equivalence such 

as original certificate and 

programme/unit specification(s) 

(RPCL/UKCT) or portfolio of 

evidence of learning (RPEL)**. 

Additional assessments such as 

vivas, assignments, or exams, 

may also be required prior to 

acceptance. 

 
Articulation arrangements 

guarantee entry and Recognition 

arrangements eligibility to apply. 

Confirmation of the successful 

completion and attainment 

required from the applicant for 

both. 

 
 
 
No evidence required from the 

applicant. 

 
Assessment and approval of 

exemptions  

 
 

Evidence assessed and academic 

decision verified by Programme 

Leader and second/third 

independent assessor. 

Credits awarded appear on the 

Board report for ratification at the 

next scheduled Prog ramme 

Board meeting. 

 
Evidence assessed and academic 

decision verified by Programme 

Leader and second/third 

independent assessor. 

Credits awarded appear on the 

Board report for ratification at the 

next scheduled Prog ramme 

Board meeting. 

 

Evidence of appropriate attainment 

verified as part of the admissions 

process by Programme Leader who 

accepts student (or otherwise) in 

accordance with admissions 

requirements.  

Credits awarded appear on the 

Board report for ratification at the 

next scheduled P ro g ra mme  Board 

meeting. 

 

Evidence of appropriate attainment 

verified against the student record 

system by Programme Leader who 

accepts student as part of the 

admissions process in accordance 

with the admissions requirements. 

Credits awarded appear on the Board 

report for ratification in the next 

scheduled P ro g ra mme  Board 

meeting. 

 
 
 

Student applying for exemptions 

during a programme should be 

informed in writing of the decision 

at the earliest opportunity. 

 
Recording of exemptions and 

informing student of the 

decision 

Exemption Form is completed for 

successful applicants and a copy 

sent to Student Administration to 

allow update of the Student 

Record System. 

Student applying for exemptions 

on entry to a programme is 

informed in writing by confirmation 

of a place (or otherwise) 

Exemption Form is completed after 

the student has accepted the offer 

and sent to Student Administration 

for successful applicants. 

Exemption Form is completed by 
School/partner after the student 
has accepted the offer. No copy 

is required by Student 
Administration as any updates to 
the Student Record System are 

picked up through the admissions 
process. Student is informed of 

the decision by confirmation of an 
offer of a place on the specified 

programme. 

No Exemption Form for is 
required as the appropriateness 

of the progression route has been 
tested and approved by an 

evaluation panel appointed by the 
University. The student is 

informed of the decision by 
confirmation of an offer of a place 

on the specified programme. 

No Exemption Form is required 
as the appropriateness of the 
progression route has been 
tested and approved by an 

evaluation panel appointed by the 
University. The student is 

informed of the decision by 
confirmation of an offer of a place 

on the specified programme. 
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* For Articulation – Partners provide information about students who wish to progress (see section 8.3.3) 

**Not all of the above may be required from current BU students if this information is held by the University. 

 


